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UM TRIO FINALISTS IN TWO TOP CHAMBER MUSIC COMPETITIONS
MISSOULA The University of Montana’s Meadowlark Trio has been selected to compete in the
finals of two of the nation’s most prestigious chamber music competitions.
The three UM Department of Music seniors will compete in the Coleman Chamber
Music Competition next month and in the 2009 Fischoff National Chamber Music Competition
in May.
Members of the trio are Beth Bennett of Kalispell, bassoon; Jenny Hunt of Dillon,
flute; and Cassie Keogh of Nye, clarinet. The students met when they attended a high school
band camp at UM and then reconnected as freshmen at the University. They have played
together now for five years.
In April, they will compete in the final round of the Coleman competition at Pasadena,
Calif. The competition began in 1947 and has become a highly respected national and
international event with competitors coming from the major music schools across the country.
The trio then will compete as finalists in the senior division of the Fischoff National
Chamber Music Competition, which will take place May 8-10 at the University of Notre
Dame. The Fischoff competition attracts the finest young chamber ensembles from around the
globe.

“These two competitions are like the Olympics for music,” said Maxine Ramey,
interim chair of UM ’s music department. “Students from music schools all over the country
aspire to be finalists in these competitions. For these students, this could be the launch of their
careers in music. Their selection is reflective of the University faculty who are their mentors.”
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